
Dear Senior Students, Parents and Guardians, 
 
The Graduation ceremony for the Class of 2020 is approximately four weeks away! We never 
imagined that the Class of 2020 would have a virtual graduation due to a worldwide pandemic. 
Although this is not ideal, the decision made to move forward with a virtual graduation is due to 
the fact that the county remains in the “red” until June 4th - please see this link:  Governor's 
Process to Reopen - and the uncertainty of where the pandemic will take us over the next few 
months.  
 
Although the actual graduation ceremony will be virtually broadcasted on June 12, 2020 at 6:00 
PM, we want to give members of the Class of 2020 the opportunity to ceremoniously walk 
across the auditorium stage, one last time.  The “walk” will be edited into the virtual 
commencement ceremony broadcast. During the virtual commencement ceremony, students 
will “see” their classmates participate in the ceremonious walk for graduation.  Additionally, up to 
4 family members may accompany the graduate to witness the significant and monumental life 
event. This opportunity is voluntary. If you choose not to participate, you will still be recognized 
during the virtual commencement ceremony with your yearbook picture. 
 
In order to include the video footage in the virtual graduation ceremony, we must schedule a 
time and location for members of the Class of 2020 to pick up their caps, gowns, and district 
purchased yard sign that celebrates you! We will also schedule a date and time for you to walk 
across the auditorium stage, if you choose to participate. 
 
WEDNESDAY, MAY 20  Procedures for picking up Cap, Gown and Yard Sign 
 
Please come to the GOLD LOT, on the tennis court side of the building, during the designated 
times listed below as specified by last name. You will need to stay in your vehicle and follow the 
directions of the school personnel to quickly and safely receive your items.  If your scheduled 
time is during your online AP exam, please come at another time listed below. 
 

Last Name Time 

Aherne - Chase 8:00 AM - 9:00 AM 

Cieslak - Doneker 9:00 AM - 10:00 AM 

Dowd - Griffith-Bianco 10:00 AM - 11:00 AM 

Grim - Kelchner 11:00 AM - 12:00 PM 

Kenderdine - Nicholas 12:00 PM - 1:00 PM 

Nolen - Roth 1:00 PM - 2:00 PM 

Russell - Trickel 2:00 PM - 3:00 PM 

Upshaw - Youells 3:00 PM - 3:30 PM 

https://www.governor.pa.gov/process-to-reopen-pennsylvania/
https://www.governor.pa.gov/process-to-reopen-pennsylvania/


Procedures for Walking Across Stage to Receive Diploma 
 
Class of 2020 members may select a time on either May 21st or May 26th to walk across the 
stage.  Please click on this link to reserve a scheduled time. 
 
On the date and time you select, you will arrive at the GOLD LOT with up to 4 guests, who will 
observe you walk across the stage. Upon entering the parking lot, Palisades personnel will 
direct seniors to the back of the auditorium maintaining social distance and public health safety 
procedures that comply with the CDC and Governor’s orders. 
 
Graduates will receive a face mask before entering the auditorium.  They should wear the mask, 
according to health and safety guidelines, while in the building, but do not need to wear it when 
processing across the stage. They also must come dressed in their caps and gowns. As per 
CDC guidelines, a school nurse will perform a symptoms questionnaire and scan the student’s 
temperature.  The graduate’s guests will be directed to the back door of the auditorium, closest 
to Church Hill Road, where they will be able to view the graduate receiving the diploma.  Guests 
entering the building must also wear a mask, again according to health and safety guidelines. 
 
Once the graduate has walked across the stage and received his/her diploma, Christmas City 
Studios will be on site, outside of the building, to take a professional picture of the graduate and 
his/her guests.  Masks may be removed once out of doors. 
 
More information regarding the procedures for arriving and walking across the stage will be 
emailed to students and their families on May 20th. 
 
Again, we all wish that our commencement ceremony would be held in the traditional way, 
however, this is the approach that we feel is in the best interest of our graduates and their 
families.  I hope you remain safe, healthy, and positive during this unprecedented time.  I look 
forward to seeing you in the next few weeks, albeit from a socially safe distance. 
 
All the best and GO PIRATES! 
 

 
 
Mr. Heffernan 
Principal and Assistant to the Superintendent 
 

https://www.signupgenius.com/go/20F054FA9AF2BA7F85-phsgraduation

